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Foreword

One of the obligations and chal-
lenges facing any heritage group 
is balancing provision of access 
to its collections with the re-
sponsibility for providing for 
its care. This autograph book 
typifies the difficulties books of-
ten present in this regard as it is 
delicate and susceptible to dam-
age through handling. It is also 
difficult to display in a showcase 
as it only allows two pages to be 
shown at any time, severely re-
stricting access to the informa-
tion it contains. The purpose of 
this book is to overcome these 
obstacles and to provide a re-
source for both the local histori-
an and the general visitor.

The autograph hook was kindly 
donated to Clarecastle & Ballyea 
Heritage & Wildlife Group by 
Sean Ryan in April 2016.  

Structure of Book

The composition and profile of the contributors to the autograph 
book is reflected on, before the book opens up a detailed exploration 
of the ten contributors. A biography of each contributor is provided 
and the connections between the rebels in the lead-up to the East 
Clare election in 1917, in addition to their future intersections, as 
many of the rebels engaged in revolution across the country.

Irish Names

Some of the contributors wrote their name in Irish for the purpose of 
the autograph books.  The use of the Irish version in 1917 reflected 
the heightened and intense cultural awareness within the republican 
movement. 
The writing of Irish language enthusiasts in the early part of the twen-
tieth century is markedly different to that of writers a century later, 
who now use standard Roman lettering. For example, sean chló (old 
script) remained in use in 1916, which meant that the forms of cer-
tain words were decidedly different. Lenition, the sound change that 
alters consonants, was marked in old Irish by a dot over the relevant 
letter. This was later replaced by the use of the letter ‘h’, which remains 
the practice in the early twenty-first century.  
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East Clare By-Election 1917

With the death of Willie Redmond on the battlefields of Belgium, a 
political vacuum occurred in Clare. Eamon de Valera emerged to fill 
it.

On June 7, 1917, Major Willie Redmond MP for East Clare was 
killed in action while leading the Royal Irish Brigade to victory 
at the Battle of Messines Ridge, at Ypres, Belgium during the First 
World War. A member of the Irish Party, he had represented East 
Clare for 25 years at Westminster. At 53 years old, Redmond was 
too old to be a soldier but he was convinced that an Ireland loyal to 
the Crown would succeed in achieving Home Rule, and so joined 
the Irish troops in Flanders.

A by-election was called to fill the vacant seat left by the death of 
Willie Redmond. The election was hotly contested between Eamon 
De Valera, the Sinn Fein candidate and Patrick Lynch of the Irish 
Party. This election had come at a time when there was a growing 
wave of support for Sinn Fein, a political movement founded 
in 1905 by Arthur Griffith that believed Ireland’s future lay in 
complete Independence from Britain. 

The Easter Rising of the previous year had passed off without much 
note in Clare and was even condemned as being misguided by 
church leaders. For example, Dr Fogarty, Bishop of Killaloe, said 
‘I bewail and lament their mad adventure…they died bravely and 
unselfishly for what they believed foolishly was the cause of Ireland’. 
With the execution of the leaders of the Rising, the tide of public 
opinion turned dramatically and overnight the executed leaders 

were perceived as heroes, although, de Valera, the commander of a 
unit of Volunteers at Boland’s Mills during the Rising, was spared 
execution due to his American birth.

At a Sinn Fein meeting at the Clare Hotel, possible candidates 
were discussed. The majority of the party initially voted in favour 
of Peadar Clancy from Cranny, who had taken part in the Easter 
Rising and had his sentence of death commuted to ten years penal 
servitude. It was decided then to hold a convention at the Old 
Ground Hotel on Thursday, 14th July. At the convention over 200 
delegates focussed on the emerging candidate Eamon de Valera, 
who had recently been released from prison. Fr. William O’ 
Kennedy of St. Flannan’s College was one of his first enthusiastic 
supporters. At the convention Peadar Clancy and three other 
candidates withdrew leaving the way clear for de Valera. On 23 
June, de Valera arrived at Ennis with Professor Eoin Mac Neill who 
was to canvass with him throughout the campaign. His election 
posters were proposing a vote for de Valera was ‘a vote for Ireland 
a Nation, a vote against Conscription, a vote against partition, a 
vote for Ireland’s language, and for Ireland’s ideals and civilisation’.

In opposition to de Valera and Sinn Fein was the Irish Party 
candidate Patrick Lynch, a Crown Prosecutor by profession. When 
he arrived in Ennis he was met with enthusiastic support and a band 
from the Labourer’s Association welcomed him. As the Irish Party 
was at the forefront of driving forward the Land Purchase Acts in 
Parliament, he was guaranteed support in Clare, a predominantly 
agricultural county at that time. Lynch’s election posters were 
headed up in bold print ‘CONSCRIPTION’. ‘Nothing but the 
strenuous opposition of the Irish Party has stopped conscription 
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in Ireland’, he claimed. His party maintained that the 1916 Rising 
only strengthened the hand of those who deemed conscription 
necessary. Another key point he noted to the electorate was that 
Sinn Fein’s intended policy of abstention from Parliament would 
only allow conscription to be passed by default.

At this time a by-election in Kilkenny was pre-occupying the 
Irish Party and it was there that they focussed their energies. The 
party had considered Patrick Lynch a safe bet in Clare, after all, his 
predecessor had been very popular but they had misread the huge 
swell of support for de Valera. None of the party leaders canvassed 
for Lynch. Indeed, their leader John Redmond, brother of the late 
Willie, was in poor health after the shock of his brother’s death and 
he passed away himself the following year.

Both opposing parties, by now, were claiming to be responsible for 
the postponement of conscription, so in the absence of other major 
issues, de Valera, the soldier-statesman, had a much greater vote 
pulling power than Lynch, due to his Rising involvement. Polling 
took place on Tuesday, 10th July and de Valera was elected by a 
majority of 2,975 votes. De Valera informed his wife of his victory 
by simply sending her a telegram with votes for each candidate 
written upon it. Afterwards, de Valera appeared on the steps of the 
Courthouse in Ennis wearing his Volunteers uniform accompanied 
by Countess Markievicz, Count Plunkett MP, and Sinn Fein Leader 
Arthur Griffith. For De Valera, it was the start of a long political 
career representing County Clare which continued until 1959 
when he went on to serve two consecutive terms as President of 
Ireland.
 

From this point in 1917, Clare would be caught up in a decade 
of political upheaval where former friends became bitter enemies 
during Ireland’s Civil War which followed the signing of the 
Treaty of 1921. The politically astute de Valera eventually eased his 
intransigent stance on the Oath to the King in order to enter the 
Dáil. This was not acceptable to his Sinn Fein colleagues and so he 
formed the Fianna Fáil Party in 1926 and entered the Dáil in 1927 
heading up his new party, ten years after his first election victory 
in Clare. The telegram used by de Valera to inform his wife of his 
victory is on display in the Power section of Clare Museum and can 
be viewed across.

 Source - Clare Champion, Friday, September 26, 2003                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                         

Image courtesy of Clare 
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When the Election is over I hope you’ll agree,
For the right man is in, we sent home the K.C.
For now we can be singing, dancing old Irish jig
And we’ll tell Paddy Lynch to go home for his wig.
I was addressing a crowd down at Mick Carmody’s Hotel,
I won’t say who they were, for you know them too well.
Those ? with the bottles and kids without shoes
And a few drunken men whistling mad through their flutes.

Then up comes poor Lawlor and on to them said:
‘I’ve been beaten today, I have got a sore head.
The blaggards of Scarriff, ‘tis we’ll put them down
For if Lynch is elected we’ll smash up the town.’
The seat in Kilkenny you all know it’s full,
For that is another great blow to John Bull.
And all the Irish Party are dyin’ one by one
Of shock and heart failure, they’re all nearly gone.
The sight of that number whilst they were alive,
Two thousand nine hundred and seventy five,
Has put them to sleep so that they might forget
The East Clare Election has them there asleep yet.

“Coming as it did hard on the heels of the Easter Rebellion, the East Clare by-election of 1917 played a vital part 
in the movement towards Irish independence. Newly released from prison and having narrowly avoided execution 
for his part in the Rebellion, Eamon de Valera easily took the seat with a resounding majority of nearly 3,000 votes 
against his opponent Patrick Lynch.”

The East Clare 
By-Election

★ Martin Howley
Fanore, north west Clare
Recorded 1975
★ Carroll Mackenzie Collection

Clare Library

5



Eamonn de Valera on the steps of Ennis Courthouse in July 1917
Courtesy of the McMahon Collection, Clare Library
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Annette (Netta) O’Brien was the daughter of Patrick O’Brien and Kate Coghlan of Carnelly and 
later of Bridge House, Clarecastle. She was born in 1876. Patrick O’Brien was the owner of the 
Clare Sawmills, and was a coal and timber merchant in the Quay Road. He owned property in 
the Main Street and Quay Road and imported timber and coal in through the Port of Clare. In 
those years, William Carroll was also importing timber from Canada for his sawmills in Ennis 
and Patrick Power was importing coal. The Port was a very busy place in the 1880s. The Clare 
Sawmills were burned down in the early hours of 2 December 1890 1  despite the best efforts of 
the fire engine from the military barracks and the local workers. O’Brien rebuilt the sawmills 
and bought in new equipment. But within a space of some years, the plant closed. O’Brien died 
at the age of 69 on 17 March 19002  and was buried in Killoo graveyard.  The plant, equipment 
and stocks of timber were put up for auction in May 1901. In later years, the property 
was owned by Suttons and now by Whelan’s Engineering Ltd. The Bridge House 
was the last house on the right before the Bridge as one left Clarecastle. It was 
noted for its fine orchards and glasshouses. Netta’s brother, Bernard O’Brien, was 
a member of Redmond’s United Irish League in Clarecastle and was imprisoned 
in 1902 on a charge of conspiracy, together with ten other farmers. Bernard later 
emigrated to South Africa. The O’Brien family, especially Kitty and Netta, were very 
friendly with Canon William O’Kennedy, President of St. Flannan’s College, Ennis.  
He played a major role in the election of Eamon de Valera as M.P. for East Clare. 
In July 1921, O’Kennedy was arrested in a British military raid on St. Flannan’s 
College and was imprisoned on Bere Island off the coast of Cork. He was released 
in December 1921.  While he was in prison, O’Kennedy wrote letters to Kitty and 
Netta. These letters are deposited with the College on long term loan by Foster 
Kerrison, a relative of the O’Brien family.  Netta later married Dan Sheedy who had 
been a Commandant in the West Clare Brigade and was interned in Ballykindlar. 
He later served as Captain in the National Army. 

 1 Clare Journal 2 December 1890
 2 Clare Journal 19 March 1900
 3 Courtesy of the Francis Power Collection

Kate Coghlan 
O’Brien 

1849-1884

Patrick O’Brien
1831-1900

Bridge House and gardens3
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In the early 1900s, Netta kept an autograph book  and in the years that followed, she collected poems and verses from her friends. 
                
The little book measures 5½ by 4½ inches. It is cloth-bound and originally the book had different coloured pages. These have largely 
faded. There are some interesting signatures that she collected from people who were involved in the 1916 Rising and some of whom 
went on to play major roles in the War of Independence, the Civil War and in the later political life of the new State. Netta and Kitty 
O’Brien were active members of the 1st (Ennis) Battalion Mid-Clare Brigade of Cumann na mBan. Also Netta may have been in a posi-
tion to collect these signatures from her friendship with Canon O’Kennedy.

                                                                                           

 Mary (Bird) O’Brien, Kitty O’Brien, Netta O’Brien

The contents of Bridge House were auctioned in the mid-1960s. A family in Clarecastle bought a kitchen-table in the auction and 
the autograph book was found in a drawer of the table. In 2016, the book was presented to Clarecastle & Ballyea Heritage & Wildlife 
Group. 

4The Other Clare 2013 – Prison Letters of Canon O’Kennedy by Ciarán Ó Murchadha
5Courtesy of the Ryan Family
6Photographs are courtesy of Ms. Margaret Herriott, great-niece of Netta O’Brien Sheedy
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Eamon De Valera 1882-1975 

Eamon de Valera was born in Manhattan, New York, on 14th October 
1882. His father was Juan de Valera, a Spaniard who had studied to be 
a sculptor but due to ill-health he had reverted to teaching music. In 
September 1881, Juan de Valera had married Kate Coll from Knockmore, 
near Bruree, Co. Limerick, a young girl who had emigrated to America 
two years earlier. His father died when de Valera was only two years old 
and his mother decided that her son would be better off at home in Ireland. 
She sent him to be reared by his grandmother, Elizabeth Coll, who lived in 
a labourer’s cottage at Knockmore. 
De Valera attended the national school at Bruree and from there went to 
the Christian Brother’s School at Charleville. He walked the seven miles 
there and back everyday since the Coll’s could not afford a bicycle. At 16, 
he won a scholarship to Blackrock College, Co. Dublin. He went on to 
become a professor of mathematics and lectured part-time at Mayooth 
and various Dublin colleges. At school and later he was a keen rugby 
player. 
In 1908, he joined the Gaelic League, the beginning of his life-long devotion 
to Irish. One of his teachers was Sinead Flanagan, herself a teacher and 
four years his senior. They fell in love and were married in January 1910. 
De Valera joined the Irish Volunteers at their first meeting in 1913. He took 
part in the landing of guns from the Asgard in July 1914. He commanded 
the Bo1and’s Mills garrison during the 1916 rising. After the surrender 
he was sentenced to death, but later it was decided to sentence him to life 
imprisonment instead. In prison, de Valera began to show his leadership 
qualities. De Valera was released from prison in June 1917 and was elected 
Sinn Fein deputy for East Clare. At the Sinn Fein Ard-Fheis in October 
1917, de Valera was elected President of the party and at the end of the 
same month he was elected President of the Irish Volunteers. When the 
British Government proposed to extend conscription to Ireland in early 
1918, de Valera led the successful opposition to this proposal. On 17 May 
1918, De Valera was arrested and deported for internment to England, 

where he was to remain up to February 1919. 
While he was in jail he was elected for East Clare 
in the general election. On 21 January 1919, the 
assembled deputies met in the Mansion House, 
Dublin, and formally set up the Government for the 
Irish Republic. After his escape from Lincoln Jail on 
3 February 1919, de Valera returned briefly to Ireland 
and was elected President of the Dail. 
Early in June 1919, he travelled to the U.S.A. to seek 
financial and political support for an independent Ireland. He returned 
to Ireland in December 1920 to take his place as the President of Ireland. 
From the very start the Dail had to face a number of serious problems, 
the lack of experience of the new government. The War of Independence 
was raging at this time with the regular British forces being assisted by 
the “Black and Tans”. The “Black and Tans” were ex-army men brought 
into Ireland to assist the British in the War of Independence. A truce was 
declared on 11 July and negotiations were opened with the English Prime 
Minister, Lloyd George, and his government leading up to the signing 
of the Anglo-Irish Treaty on 6 December 1921. The Treaty was accepted 
in the Dail on 7 January 1922 with 64 in favour and 57 against. As an 
opponent of the Treaty, de Valera tendered his resignation to the Dail. 
Arthur Griffith was elected President in the place of de Valera. 
During the Civil War of 1922-1923 between the pro-Treaty Provisional 
Government under Michael Collins and its opponents, de Valera 
supported the anti-Treaty Republicans. An ‘Emergency Government’ 
was formed by the Republicans with de Valera as president. In May 1923 
the Republicans called a cease fire and resistance ended. De Valera was 
arrested on 15 August 1923, under the Public Safety Act, as he was about 
to make a speech at Ennis and was imprisoned until July 1924. Despite 
this, Clare elected de Valera top of the poll in the general election on 27 
August 1923. De Valera continued to represent Clare for the rest of his 
active political career.
 As part of the Anglo-Irish Treaty which ended the War of Independence 
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all members of the Oireachtas were obliged to take an oath of allegiance 
(swear loyalty) to the King of Great Britain.
Towards the end of 1925, de Valera and the I.R.A. found that they were on 
opposite sides on this issue and Sinn Fein was split in two. De Valera had 
made remarks which suggested that if the oath were removed, he would sit 
in Dail Eireann. In March 1926, he resigned as President of Sinn Fein over 
this issue and decided to launch a new party. 
In May 1926 at a meeting in Dublin, de Valera founded a new political 
party called Fianna Fail. The aims of the party were: 

1. A united Ireland as a Republic. 
2. To restore the Irish Language and develop the Irish culture. 
3. To develop a social system where there is an equal opportunity for all. 
4. To have a fair system of land distribution in Ireland.
5. To make Ireland as self-sufficient as possible, with a proper balance 
between agriculture and other industries. 

In November 1926, Fianna Fail held its first Ard-Fheis and de Valera was 
elected President of the new organisation. In the general election of June 
1927, his party won 44 seats and Cumann na nGaedhael won 47 seats 
which was a large drop for them. 
When de Valera and his fellow Fianna Fail deputies arrived at Leinster 
House, they were refused permission to take their seats unless they first 
took the oath. They then retired and Cumann na nGaedhael formed the 
government. 
Fianna Fail, however, continued to campaign for the removal of the 
Oath. In order to spread their ideas, the Fianna Fail party founded a daily 
newspaper, the Irish Press, in September 1931. 
Fianna Fail, supported by the Labour Party, formed a Government in 1932, 
having earlier overcome their objections to the Oath by simply signing a 
book containing the oath, which they declared an “Empty Formula”. In 
office, the party finally removed the oath by legislation in 1933. 
On 1 September 1939, Germany invaded Poland and began the Second 

World War. On 2 September in Dail Eireann, de Valera declared that the 
26 counties would remain neutral. This policy was generally accepted. 
Many people, while disliking the Nazi regime in Germany, still distrusted 
Britain and resented the partition of Ireland.
 The war years became commonly known in Ireland as “The Emergency”. 
Each person was given a special ration-book due to the shortages of 
everyday items. The post-war years brought continued economic problems 
with rising prices, emigration and growing unemployment. This did not 
make de Valera and his government very popular. 
When a sudden general election was called by de Valera in 1948, Fianna 
Fail gained only 68 seats out of 147 and the anti-Fianna Fail parties came 
together to form a coalition government. 
In June 1959, he was elected President of Ireland. He received many 
visitors including Presidents Charles de Gaulle and John Kennedy. He was 
re-elected President in 1966 at the age of 83. He received honorary degrees 
from universities in Ireland and abroad. After 14 years as president (the 
longest time allowed), he retired from office in June 1973. Eamon de 
Valera died on 29 August 1975 at the age of ninety-two. He was buried in 
Glasnevin cemetery after a state funeral. As a T.D. for Clare for a period 
of some forty years, de Valera was a familiar figure in the County. His 
Election Campaigns were highlights in the political life of the area over 
this time while his regular attendance at local events, such as the County 
Show, kept him in the public eye. Depending on one’s political leanings, 
de Valera either generated immense support or active hostility from the 
Clare Electorate.  

Source: Clare Library
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Arthur Griffith 1871-1922

Born 61 Upper Dominick Street, political leader. Born 61 Upper Dom-
inick Street, Dublin, 31 March 1871; educated Strand Street CBS. He 
worked for a time as a printer, and joined the Gaelic League and the IRB. 
In 1896 he went to South Africa  where he worked in the gold mines He 
returned to Ireland in 1898 at the request of his friend Willie Rooney to 
edit a new weekly paper, the  United Irishman. The fall of Parnell in 1890 
had dimmed hopes of winning independence by constitutional means, 
and the new generation to new methods. In a series of articles Griffith out-
lined a new policy, advocating abandonment of parliamentary action at 
Westminster and passive resistance to English rule in Ireland. Irish mem-
bers of parliament should form a national assembly in Dublin, and the 
courts would be superseded by tribunals set up by the national assembly. 
At a convention in Dublin in 1905, Griffith expounded this policy under 
the name Sinn Féin (‘ourselves’), chosen to emphasise an idea of national 
self-reliance. 
The Home Rule Bill (1912) conceded so little to Irish aspirations that it 
strengthened the new movement. The Ulster Volunteers were established 
that year to resist home rule, and when, in reply, the Irish Volunteers were 
formed in 1913 Griffith supported them and took part in the landing of 
arms at Howth in July 1914. On the outbreak of the First World War in 
August 1914 thousands of young Irishmen, responding to Redmond’s call, 
joined the British army to fight for ‘small nations’. Griffith urged them 
against this course, and his paper was suppressed.
He took no part in the 1916 Rising, This impaired his standing with the 
dominant, militant wing of the Volunteers, but the British government 
realised the effect of his writings in reviving the national spirit, and he 
was imprisoned along with those who had fought in the Rising.  After the 
executions of the leaders, public opinion, until then either lukewarm or 
antagonistic, turned in favour of Sinn Fein, and a convention in Dublin 
in October 1917 showed the strength of the movement. Although most 
republicans disagreed with Griffith’s Sinn Fein policy, in the popular mind 

the term Sinn Fein included all fighters for Irish 
freedom. Griffith stood down as president in favour 
of De Valera and in the general election 1918 Sinn 
Fein had an overwhelming victory. Griffith retained 
the East Cavan seat he had won at a by-election he 
had won earlier that year. The elected members as-
sembled as Dail Eireann, proclaimed themselves the 
parliament of Ireland, and declared a republic, thus 
going further than Griffith, who had not envisaged 
complete constitutional separation from England.  
De Valera was elected president of the republic and Griffith vice-presi-
dent. While de Valera was in the United States from June 1919 to the end 
of 1920 to enlist American support Griffith acted as head of the republic. 
His policy was now put into practice: town and county councils ignored 
the British authorities in Dublin, and Sinn Fein courts were set up and 
functioned with remarkable success. Over large parts of the country Brit-
ish rule ceased to operate. This civil resistance was buttressed and accom-
panied by guerrilla warfare under the leadership of Michael Collins and 
Richard Mulch.
Griffith was arrested in November 1920 and imprisoned in Mount joy Jail 
until July 1921. Pressure of public opinion in America and Britain led to 
a Truce in July 1921, and Griffith was chosen to lead the plenipotentiaries 
to the negotiations that resulted in the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 6 Decem-
ber 1921. In the long and often bitter debate that followed in the Dáil he 
defended the Treaty as giving Ireland the opportunity to advance to full 
freedom. The Treaty was ratified by 64 votes to 57, and de Valera, who had 
opposed it, resigned. Griffith was elected President in his place Civil War 
began with the shelling of the Four Courts (held by the anti-Treaty forces) 
on 28 June 1922. Griffith died suddenly in Dublin, 12 August 1922, and is 
buried in Glasnevin Cemetery. He had married in 1910 and was survived 
by his wife, a son, and a daughter.

Source: A Dictionary of Irish Biography, Henry Moylan, 1998
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Count George Noble 1851 –1948

He was a biographer, politician and Irish nationalist, and father of Joseph 
Plunkett, one of the leaders of the Easter Rising of 1916. Part of the 
prominent Irish Norman Plunkett family, which included Saint Oliver 
Plunkett (1629–1681). Born in Dublin, Plunkett was the son of Patrick 
Joseph Plunkett (1817–1918), a builder, and Elizabeth Noble (Plunkett). 
The family income allowed Plunkett to attend school in Nice, France, 
Longbows Wood College and the University of Dublin. At Dublin he 
studied Renaissance and medieval art among other topics, ultimately 
graduating in 1884. Plunkett spent much time abroad and throughout 
Italy.
In 1884 he was created a Papal Count by Pope Leo XIII for donating 
money and property to the Sisters of the Little Company of Mary, a Roman 
Catholic nursing order. He was a Knight of the Equestrian Order of the 
Holy Sepulcher. 
That year he married Josephine Cranny (1858–1944) and they had seven 
children: Philomena (Mimi, ca. 1886), Joseph (1887), Moya (Maria, ca. 
1889), Geraldine (Gerry, ca. 1891), George Oliver (1895), Fiona (ca. 
1896) and John (Jack, ca. 1897). From 1907 to 1916 he was curator of the 
National Museum in Dublin. 
Plunkett’s interest in politics likely came mostly through his sons, Joseph, 
George and John, and though it was following the execution of Joseph that 
he became radicalised
, it is likely that Joseph swore him into the Irish Republican Brotherhood 
some time before he was shot. Joseph, George and Jack were all sentenced 
to death following the Easter Rising, but George and Jack had their 
sentences commuted to 10 years penal servitude, and both were released 
in 1917. At least two of his daughters, Philomena and Fiona, were involved 
in preparations for the Rising.[9] He was expelled from the Royal Dublin 
Society for his son’s role in the Easter Rising.
Plunkett won the seat of Roscommon North in a by-election. After his 
election, the party made the decision to abstain from Westminster. In 

April 1917 he set up a ‘Council of Nine’ bringing 
all nationalists together under one banner. He 
continued to build up the Liberty League. In 
October 1917 the different groups were merged, 
under the newly elected Eamon de Valera, at the 
Sinn Féin Convention. The League of Women 
Delegates protested that there were only 12 women 
out of 1000 delegates; and only Countess Plunkett 
on the Council of Nine. It was De Valera’s genius to 
adopt a flexibility that incorporated Count Plunkett 
and other non-republicans. Their common aim was 
“an Irish government.” They intended to be active citizens taking part in 
the nomination of elections. 
He was re-elected in the 1918 general election and joined the First Dáil, in 
which he served briefly as Ceann Comhairle. Nominally Count Plunkett 
was given the foreign affairs portfolio, owing to his seniority, but effectively 
Arthur Griffith conducted policy abroad. 
De Valera moved the Count to a Fine Arts portfolio in August 1921, in 
an effort to create an inner cabinet of only six; so a wholly new ministry 
was created for the purpose, “giving the appearance of stability and 
progressiveness to their affairs.” De Valera’s green modernism marginalized 
the old nobility, however Catholic and correct. 
Following the Irish War of Independence, Count Plunkett joined the anti-
treaty side, and continued to support Sinn Féin after the split with Fianna 
Fáil. He lost his Dáil seat at the June 1927 general election. In a 1936 
by-election in the Galway constituency, Plunkett ran as a joint Cumann 
Poblachta na hÉireann/Sinn Féin candidate. Losing his deposit, he polled 
only 2,696 votes (2.1%).[19] In 1938 he was one of the former members 
of the Second Dáil that purported to assign a self-proclaimed residual 
sovereign power to the IRA, when they signed the statement printed in 
the 17 December 1938 issue of the Wolfe Tone Weekly. He died at the age 
of 96 in Ireland.

Source- Wikipedia
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Joseph P. McGuinness 1875 –1922

He was an Irish Sinn Féin politician who was elected as Member of Parlia-
ment (MP) for South Longford at by-election in 1917. 
He was re-elected as MP for the new Longford constituency at the 1918 
general election. McGuinness was serving a prison term when he was 
elected to Westminster and among those who worked on his election 
campaign was Michael Collins. The election slogan for McGuinness at the 
time was “Put him in to get him out!”

In common with the other Sinn 
Féin MPs, he did not take his seat 
in the British House of Commons, 
sitting instead as a TD in the revo-
lutionary First Dáil, where he was 
appointed as substitute Director of 
Trade and Commerce on 27 Octo-
ber 1919.
He was re-elected unopposed at 
the 1921 general election in the 
new Longford–Westmeath con-
stituency; he died before the 1922 
general election. He voted in fa-
vour of the Anglo-Irish Treaty in 
January 1922. At a subsequent 
election, his seat was taken by his 
brother Francis McGuinness.

Source- Wikipedia

McGuinness campaign car in Main St Longford, 1917.
 

Centre, with white trim around her hat, is Joseph McGuinness’ wife, née 
Katherine Farrell. With her are three of their nieces.

.

Firing party at McGuinness’s funeral in Glasnevin Cemetery 
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Countess Constance Markievicz, nee Gore-Booth, 
1868-1927

Revolutionary. Born at Buckingham Gate, London, 4 February 1868; edu-
cated by a governess at Lissadell, Co. Sligo, where the family held extensive 
estates. In 1887 she was presented at court to Queen Victoria, was called 
‘the new Irish beauty’ and took her place in society as a member of the 
Anglo-Irish landed gentry. Wishing to become a painter, she studied at 
the Slade School in London in 1895 and in Paris in 1900. In Paris she 
met Count Casimir Dunin-Markievicz, a Catholic six years younger than 
herself who came from a long line of Polish landowners settled in Ukraine 
and who had met with fair success as a painter. He was already married, 
with two sons, but was estranged from his wife, who died in 1899. Con-
stance married him in London on 29 September 1900; their only child, 
Maeve Alys, was born at Lissadell in November 1901. After periods in Par-
is and Ukraine they settled in Dublin in 1905. She soon became attracted 
to Gaelic League and Abbey Theatre circles, while continuing to move in 
Dublin society, which was centred on the Lord Lieutenant.
With Casimir and Ellen Duncan she helped to found the United Arts 
Club in 1907. In 1906 she rented a cottage at Ballally, Co. Dublin, and 
came across back numbers of the Peasant and Sinn Féin left by 3 previous 
tenant, Padraic Colum. In this way her interest in the struggle for freedom 
was first aroused.  In 1908 she entered politics, joining Sinn Féin and Ing-
hinidhe na hEireann. In 1909 she founded Na Fianna, an organisation for 
boys, who were taught drill and the use of arms. During the lock-out of 
workers in Dublin in 1915 she ran a soup kitchen in Liberty Hall. About 
this time Casimir left for Ukraine and never lived in Dublin again. In the 
1916 Rising she served at the College of Surgeons, St Stephens Green un-
der Michael Mallin and was condemned to death. Her sentence was com-
muted to penal servitude for life and she was imprisoned in Aylesbury jail; 
released in the general amnesty of June 1917, she was received into the 
Catholic Church a fortnight later.
In August 1917 she was made a freeman of Sligo. In the general election 

of December 1918 she was returned 
for St Patrick’s division of Dublin, the 
first woman to be elected to the British 
Parliament; in accordance with Sinn 
Féin policy she refused to take her seat. 
Member of the first Dail in which met 
on 21 January 1919, and Minister for 
Labour. On the run, as were other min-
isters, she served two jail sentences, in 
Mountjoy Jail, Dublin, and Cork. She 
opposed the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921 
and toured America in 1922 to enlist 
support for the Republican cause. De-
feated in the general election of 1922, 
she won Dublin Borough South in Au-
gust 1923 when the Civil War had end-
ed. She continued to advocate republi-
can views, was arrested in November 
1923, and went on hunger strike. Joined 
Fianna Fail when it was founded by De 
Valera in 1926. Re-elected to the Dail 
1927. For some years her health had 
been failing and she died in Dublin on 15 July 1927. Casimir came from 
Warsaw to be at her bedside. She is buried in Glasnevin Cemetery.

Source: A Dictionary of Irish Biography, Henry Boylan, 1998
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This framed and glazed committal form is the orig-
inal issued, showing the side and front profile of 
Countess Constance Markievicz on 1st May 1916. 
She was captured by the authorities following her 
involvement in the Easter Rising in Dublin in 1916. 
Her crime in full as detailed on the form reads ‘ Did 
take part in an armed Rebellion and in waging war 
against His Majesty the King’. For this, her sentence 
was Death commuted to Penal Servitude for Life. 
Fortunately for her, she was released from prison in 
1917, along with the others involved in the Upris-
ing, as the English Government granted a general 
amnesty at this time to all those involved. 
              

Courtesy of Clare Museum
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A victory parade with the 
Countess Markievicz in 
the lead wearing a white 
coat/dress. 
 
The subject is a (victo-
ry) parade of Sinn Féin 
supporters, related to the 
East Clare by election of 
July 1917. DeValera can 
be seen among the crowd 
– in line with the trunk 
of one of the right-hand 
trees, and below a man 
with a bicycle. The loca-
tion may be on the Clare 
Road, with the wall of St. 
Flannan’s College in the 
background. 

Courtesy of 
the National Library
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Darrell Figgis (1882-1925)

  
Poet, novelist, playwright, and journalist. Born in Rathmines, Dublin. 
Began career as tea buyer and broker in London and Calcutta 1898. He 
gave up business 1910 and until 1913 worked as literary adviser to the 
publishers Dent and Sons, and as freelance journalist. He was involved 
with Erskine Childers in the Howth gun-running in1914. Arrested sev-
eral times for his political activities 1916-18.  Honorary secretary of 
Sinn Féin 1917-19. Edited the Republic June to September 1919, when 
it was suppressed along with other Sinn Fein newspapers. Secretary 
1919-22 to the Commission of Inquiry into the Resources and Indus-
tries of Ireland set up by Dail Eireann. Was acting chairman of the 1922 
committee that framed the Free State Constitution. TD for Co. Dublin 
1922. Committed suicide in London. He published some twenty books, 
including several novels and studies of George Russell and William Car-
leton, using the pen-name Michael Ireland.

Source- A Dictionary of Irish Biography, Henry Boylan, 1998
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Liam Ó Briain 1888-1974

The historian Paul Rouse informs that Ó Briain was born on the 
16th of September 1888 at 10 Church St. North Wall, Dublin and 
began learning Irish by himself from a grammar book, as it was not 
encouraged by his teachers nor spoken by his parents. He later be-
came involved in the Lorcan O’Toole branch of the Gaelic League 
until his parents and teachers insisted that it would be better if he 
concentrated on his homework in the evenings. Despite such dis-
couragement,   Ó Briain persisted and in fact dedicated much of 
his life to the promotion of his native tongue. In 1911 he received 
the first travelling scholarship awarded by the National Universi-
ty of Ireland and studied Irish literature and language across Eu-
rope in Berlin, Bonn, and Freiburg. After his return to Ireland in 
1914, he joined the Volunteers, wrote for An Chlaidheamh Solu-
is, and was elected to the Executive of the Gaelic League. He was 
also appointed as assistant in the French department in University 
College Dublin in October 1914. In 1915, he encountered Sean T 
O’Kelly who swore him into the IRB. He later became close friends 
with O’Kelly the second President of Ireland and attended O’Kelly’s 
wedding to Mary Kate ‘Kit’ Ryan as his best man.
After being sworn into the IRB by O’Kelly; he fought in the College 
of Surgeons during the rising as a member of ‘F` Company; lst Bat-
talion, Dublin Brigade, Irish Volunteers.   Ó Briain also helped print 
the proclamation of the proclamation of the republic in Liberty 
Hall in the days before the 1916 rising but spent the final days trav-
elling through much of the country distributing the countermand 
order of Eoin MacNeill. Having distributed the message which 
demobilised much of the country, Ó Bríain joined the fight when 
it began. Although both Liam Ó Briain and Harry Nicholls were 

members of the Irish 
Volunteers, during 
the Easter Rising they 
fought with the Irish 
Citizen Army under 
the command of Mi-
chael Mallin in the 
vicinity of the College 
of Surgeons. In an 
interview with RTE 
Television in 1962, Ó 
Briain described how 
upon surrender at the 
end of the rebellion, 
Mallin addressed the 
men and recalled 
Countess Markiev-
icz trying to keep up 
their spirits declaring. 
‘I trust “Connolly, I 
trust Connolly’, He 
testified that before 
the garrison surrendered, Commandant Mallin ordered his offi-
cers including Ó Briain to mix among the rank and file in order 
to save them from identification, insisting that “They know Ma-
dame and  myself but they don’t know anybody else and there’s no  
need to give them any further information.” Mallin was executed 
in Kilmainham Gaol on the 8th of May. 
By the time of his release from Frongoch,   Ó Briain had lost his 
position at University College Dublin for being absent from his 

Photo from RTE Archives
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duties. However, in 1917 he was made professor of Romance 
languages at University College Galway where he was to work for 
the following 42 years. A further entry made later by Ó Briain in a 
private autograph book uncovered in Clarecastle, County Clare in 
2016 notes ‘East Clare July 1917’ in addition to the list of various 
prisons and internment camps within which he was held in 1916 
(i.e. this autograph book). This statement relates to his presence 
therewith many other republicans in support of Eamon de Valera’s 
by-election candidature for Sinn Féin in which the latter was 
victorious. A member of Sinn Féin, he stood for that party in Mid 
Armagh in the 1918 general election and received 5,689 votes as 
against 8,431 won by the unionist candidate. On the instructions of 
Michael Collins, Ó’Briain later travelled to France and Italy in order 
to secure a shipment of arms. In November 1920 he was arrested in 
the UCC dining-room by British forces and was imprisoned for 13 
months in Wandsworth prison.
He supported the Anglo-Irish Treaty and took the Free State side in 
the Civil War. He subsequently ran for the Seanad in 1925 

before concentrating on an academic and writing career, during 
which time he wrote several Irish language books and helped 
establish Gaelic literary initiatives. This included the establishment 
in the late 1920s of Taibhdhearc na Gaillimhe, an Irish-language 
theatre with Micheál MacLiamm6ir, where he often acted in its 
plays. In the early 1930s, Ó Briain met a young aspiring American 
actor called Orson Welles, who was on a journey through Europe. 
Ó Briain
encouraged Welles to learn Irish and join the group. However, 
famously Welles instead debated at the Gate Theatre in Dublin. 
Ó Briain also was central in establishing Galway’s first Irish-

language primary school. He appeared frequently on radio and 
later on television and was on the panel of the first ‘Late Late Show’, 
broadcast on Irish television on the 6th of July 1962. Ó Briain’s 
recollections of the rising were published in Cuimbní Cinn in 1951, 

which has been described as one of the best first-hand accounts 
of the Rising from the pen of a participant, made all the more 
attractive by the humanity humour and honesty of the man. In the 
same year, the French government honoured Ó Briain by making 
him a Chevalier de la legion d’honneur to mark his services in the 
cause of good relations between France and Ireland, He died on 
the 12th of August 1974 at St Gabriel’s Hospital, Cabinteely, Co. 
Dublin. His funeral to Glasnevin was almost a state occasion, with 
a huge attendance of public figures, and a military firing party at the 
graveside where the oration was given by Micheál MacLíammóir 
and a lesson was read by the screen actress Siobhan McKenna.

Source- Patrick Brennan’s Autograph Book, Tomás MacConmara
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Peadar Clancy 

Brigade Vice-Commandant –Dublin Brigade

Born in Cranny, Co. Clare, in 1894, Peadar started his career in 
the “Drapery” business in Killadysart, and later continued in 
Dublin where he joined “C” Company of the first Battalion Old 
“Dublin Brigade”. In Dublin Peadar made early friends with Dick 
McKee, and later with Frank Fahy. In 1916 he showed so much 
energy, courage, and intelligence that Captain Fahy elevated him to 
Lieutenant. (Captain Fahy was Ceann Comhairle of Dail Éireann 
for many years). All through the Easter Rebellion Peadar was 
constantly in action in the O’Connell Street area. At the barricade 
at Church Street Bridge the late Vice Brigadier, then Lieut. Peadar 
Clancy, of whom more will be heard of in this article, was in charge. 
Two at least of many thrilling incidents of which he was the leading 
light during this memorable week are worth recording.
On Monday night late the party in the prison at this bridge, after 
hearing sounds in the distance, discerned a column of infantry 
accompanied by army lorries rumbling along the Quays from the 
Phoenix Park direction. Lieut. Clancy gave orders that no move 
should be made until he gave the signal. He allowed the column to 
advance between two arc lamps which were burning brightly; then 
the order to fire was given. The horses under the foremost lorries 
were shot and thus any ordered advance by the infantry behind 
was completely held up. The enemy retired completely routed.
On Thursday night the same party defending the same bridge 
was menaced by troops who had managed to occupy a house 
at the corner of Bridge Street. The enemy was sniping all round 
from this house when Lieut. Clancy, after a survey of the position 

arranged a barrage of fire from all corners of the “Four Courts” 
to be directed towards the snipers. While this was in progress he 
calmly walked across the bridge carrying tins of petrol. Having 
broken the windows and poured the petrol into the building, he 
set it on fire and burned out the enemy. Members of the Battalion, 
who witnessed this and other incidents, to this day speak of the 
wonderful coolness displayed by this young Officer who was 
destined to become Vice-Brigadier of the Dublin Brigade of the 
Irish Republican Army and whose ultimate fate was to be murdered 
by Black and Tans in Dublin Castle five years later.
On Tuesday or Wednesday a private motor car approached the 
barricade at Church Street Bridge from Arran Quay church 
direction. Seeing the barricade the chauffeur stopped the car 
and attempted to get it into reverse. Lieut. Clancy, noticing this, 
immediately jumped over the barricade. He advanced shouting 
“Halt” but the driver persisted in his efforts to reverse, whereupon 
he was fired at and wounded in the hand by Lieut. Clancy, who 
made the occupants of the car prisoners. In addition to the driver, 
Lord Dunsanny who was also wounded and a Colonel Lindsey, 
were in the car. They were brought into the “Four Courts” from 
where Lord Dunsanny was sent in the Corporation ambulance, 
summoned by the Four Courts Garrison to Jervis Street Hospital 
to have his somewhat more serious wounds attended to. On his 
departure, he shook hands with all the men manning the position 
saying: “Although in different uniforms, we are all Irishmen and 
you are all gentlemen.”
Lindsey was afterwards the principal witness for the prosecution 
against most of the Four Courts Garrison who were sentenced. 
After the surrender in 1916 he was court martialled and sentenced 
to death, later commuted to penal servitude for ten years, in 
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Portland and Lewes. In “Jail” he was one of those who were not 
hideously disfigured by the “Convict garb and Crop.” He was a tall, 
handsome, strongly built young man, and carried himself with a 
stately dignity that seemed to awe the “English Warders.”
At the “Amnesty of 1917,” Peadar returned to Dublin and started 
a drapery business in Talbot Street, “The Republican Outfitters” 
a place well known, near where Sean Treacy met his death. Here 
Peadar became immersed in “underground work” of the Volunteers 
and soon was elected Vice-Commandant of the Dublin Brigade. 
From that time he and Commandant McKee became the closest 
friends and associates, and partners in many daring enterprises. 
When nineteen prisoners escaped from Mountjoy Prison, it was 
Peadar who threw the rope across the wall to them, and stayed 
on the Canal Bank holding the rope till the last man got away. Six 
months later he crossed over to England and in broad daylight 
performed a similar feat, by aiding five others to escape over a forty 
foot wall, from the “Manchester Jail.” Those are just a few instances 
of his coolness and daring.
On 21st June, 1920 – one of the most successful and carefully 
planned raids for arms by the IRA was that on “Kings Inns, 
Dublin” (a British Military Outpost). This daring coup which was 
carried out in daylight, under the “personal command” of Peadar 
Clancy, caused a sensation. With a time element of seven minutes 
maximum allowed, the entire operation was completed in five 
to six minutes. Twenty-five Rifles, two Lewis Guns and a large 
quantity of ammunition were seized, and carried away without 
casualties. After the “Bloody Sunday,” 21st November, 1920 the 
tanks were carrying out wholesale raids and shootings all over 
Dublin. Vaughan’s Hotel a favourite meeting place for Collins, 
McKee, Clancy and many other IRA Officers had several raids. 

Clancy and McKee took up residence in Gardiner Street which 
Peadar had known well. 
Here they were surrounded and captured, later an attempt to 
rescue them failed, and they died under the most horrible and 
excruciating circumstances, on 22nd November, 1920.
It may be recalled here that another Clare-man named Conor 
Clune, native of Quin who was on a business trip to Dublin, was 
arrested at Vaughan’s Hotel the previous night. He was placed with 
D. McKee and P. Clancy and all three were murdered together. 
It would be impossible to estimate the loss of this outstanding 
leader (Peadar Clancy) whose services to the Dublin Brigade were 
invaluable.

Source: Clare Library
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Austin Stack, 1879-1929

Revolutionary. Born at Ballymullen, Tralee, Co. Kerry, on 7 December 
1879; educated at Tralee CBS. At fourteen he became a clerk in a 
solicitor’s office. Captained the Kerry team that won the All-Ireland 
football final in 1904. President, Kerry GAA County Board 1918-
1929. He joined the IRB in 1908. In 1916, as commandant of the 
Kerry Brigade of the Irish Volunteers, he made preparations for the 
landing of arms by Casement. He was arrested and sentenced to death, 
commuted to penal servitude for life. Released June 1917 and elected 
Sinn Féin MP for Kerry in 1918 general election. Honorary secretary of 
Sinn Féin from 1917 to his death. Minister for Home Affairs, Finance 
and Defence at different times between 1919 and 1922. Opposed the 
Treaty of 1921, took part in the Civil War, was captured in 1925 and 
went on hunger strike for forty-one days before being released in July 
1924. When De Valera founded Fianna Fail in 1926 Stack remained 
with Sinn Féin and was re-elected to the Dail in 1927. On 10 August 
1925 he married Una Gordon, a widow of considerable means, a 
member of Cumann na mBan who kept a ‘safe house’ for republicans 
during the War of Independence. His health never recovered after his 
hunger strike and he died in a Dublin hospital on 27 April 1929.

Source: A Dictionary of Irish Biography, Henry Boylan, 1998
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Patrick Burke

Aged 21
Quarter Master, West Clare Brigade

A native of Carhue Cooraclare, educated in Cooraclare National School, and later attended the Christian Brothers School at Kilrush. 
His membership in the IRA began in 1917, in the Cooraclare Coy. 3rd Batt. West Clare Brigade. Following his initiation he engaged in a 
very active career in the volunteer movement, and as a result his promotion in the ranks came rapidly, when he was elevated to Brigade 
Quarter Master from Adjutant of the 3rd Batt. He was an intelligent and courageous officer with an excellent record of IRA activity. He 
participated in an attack on RIC at Cooraclare, and engaged in all the Brigade activities until his arrest.
On the day following the shooting of a Kilrush Detective, he was arrested (under arms) at Ballinagun Cree. He and a party of volunteers 
were running from the Kilballyowen area, where they had engaged in IRA activities during the night. The automobile in which they were 
riding had halted for minor repairs, and during this interval they were surrounded and captured by enemy forces, who suddenly arrived 
in lorries from different directions.
They were taken prisoners and badly beaten. Patrick Burke who was armed and also a much “wanted man” was brutally beaten. He was 
sentenced to two years in Wandsworth Prison, and was on a Hunger Strike for twenty-four days. He was released in ill health and died 
7th March, 1922. The death of this popular and youthful officer was a cause of deep regret among his comrades, and a severe loss to the 
Brigade Staff. He was buried with Military Honours in Kilmacduane Cemetery.

Source: Clare Library 
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Other Signatures in the O’Brien-Sheedy Autograph Book

The name of Thomas Martin in various spellings appears in the autograph book with poetic contributions from 1907 to 1917 and may 
be the Tom Martin mentioned in Witness Statements in the Bureau of Military Archives. 

WS Ref #: 1251 , Witness: Martin Chambers, Captain IRA, Clare, 1921
o          BMH.WS1251.pdf, on page 14

and Tom Martyn, then 0/C. 3rd Battalion, at Knockerra, 3 miles south east of Kilrush.
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ELECTION 1917

Men of the Banner county you are closely watched today,
So vote like your ancestor: in an independent way,

The seat by two is contested, their names you all did hear,
One is a Castle servant and Eamon de Veler’

His mother she was Irish, his father came from Spain,
He was born ‘neath the stars and stripes, and a child to Ireland came,

Hs fought in the rebellion, and the soldiers did not fear,
So on the tenth of July, he sure to vote for our hero de Valer’

You stupid headstrong parents, take heed of what I say,
But for those gallant heroes your sons they’d force away,

To fight the noble German who no power on earth could fear,
Remember Dan O’ConnelI and vote for de Valar’

For a week they held our capital and England did defy,
And when they did surrender he was sentenced for to die,

The sentence was commuted and banished him away,
To an English jail for sixteen months was the length of his stay.

Again he’s in the ‘righting ranks my boys you needn‘t fear,
That on Tuesday next we’ll| head the poll with Eamon de VaIer’,

And come what may, though times be tough, to him we will prove true,
And rise the flag of freedom tram Ennis to Killaloe.

By Martin Kennedy to the tune of Johnson’s Motor Car
Published in Ballads – Co. Clare 1850-1976, Seán P. Ó Cillín
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